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MORCHARD BISHOP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Parish Meeting 7th January 2019 
 
Present: David Grant, (Chairman), Dawn Parkhouse, Luke Denno, Roger Field, Sarah 
Gillbard, Phil Stott, Frank Yendell, Les Partridge, Charlotte Squire & David Parker (Parish 
Clerk) 
 
Judi Binks  
 
Five members of the public attended. 
 
Opening Prayers were led by Charlotte Squire. 
 

1. Apologies: Keith Davies, Nick Heath and Margaret Squires. 
 

2. The minutes of the meeting of 3rd December were approved and signed, proposed L 
Denno, seconded R Field, unanimous. 

 
3. Matters Arising: 

a) Roads, Signage, Hedges, Potholes, Footpaths:  
No response from Steve Tucker (DCC Highways Officer) to K Davies email or 
D Parker’s chasing e-mail chasing about the state of Oldborough Lane and the 
fact that when the last road resurfacing was carried out the wrong road was 
surfaced.  
With regard to the mud on the road between Morchard Road and Morchard 
Bishop, L Partridge had spoken to one of the farmers whose land adjoins this 
road but had ascertained that the mud was not from his tractors, Les Partridge 
will now speak with the other farmer. 

b) Accidents and Incidents: A sheep had been killed at Watcombe Farm and 
something was disturbing the sheep at Broadgate – it is suspected that a dog 
is sheep worrying and parishioners are asked to be vigilant and keep dogs 
under control.  

c) Public Seats: Martin Bradley is willing to repair the one bench at Barton Corner 
that appears to be broken, Sarah Gilbard will instruct him to do the repair. Sarah 
Gillbard will also instruct Richard Jackson at Cornerways to paint all the 
Council’s benches. 

d) St. Gatien’s Garden Wall: Still waiting for Patrick Rice to repair. – Nick Heath 
will speak to Patrick to confirm that he is still willing to repair the wall and to 
give him a date of Mid-March by when it needs to be done. It was agreed that 
for stability and as a long-term repair it would be better if the wall was repaired 
using mortar. If Patrick Rice is not willing or able to repair the wall by mid-March 
then Richard Tapp has said that he would be prepared to repair it in this way. 

e) Defibrillators: R Field reported that the pads in both defibrillators are now in 
need of replacing. He will now order replacement pads and fit them once they 
arrive. 

f) Christmas Tree lights: The Council thanked R Field and his team; Aiden, 
Richard, Jim and David for erecting the lights which were appreciated by many. 
The Clerk will write a letter of thanks to Steve Carter for supplying the power 
and enclose a cheque for £30 towards the cost of electricity. 

g) Bus Shelter Nativity Scene. The scene in the bus shelter was appreciated by 
all and the council noted with pleasure that no damage occurred. The Parish 
Council thanks Jeanette Richardson and her team for putting the Nativity Scene 
together and for organising the ceremony. The Clerk will write a letter of thanks. 
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h) DAAT Grant: We have received a payment of £329.14 – The Council thanks K 
Davies for his efforts in securing this. 

7. Members of the public:  
The applicants in respect of the application relating to Land adjacent to West Aish 
(18/01913/FULL) spoke in favour of their application.  
The neighbour to this land said that their position had not changed since October when 
she spoke against the application. 
 

4. Village project: Play area. R Field reported that not a lot was happening and he was 
waiting to hear further on the 106 applications process that we had discussed at our 
last meeting. 

 
5. Section 106 Funding: A reply had been received from Jo Williams, the MDDC 

Planning Obligations Monitoring Officer stating that she is not allowed to attend outside 
meetings but that we would be welcome to visit her at the Mid-Devon council offices, 
the Clerk will contact her and ask for suitable dates. Those willing to attend such a 
meeting are: David Grant, Roger Field, Sarah Gillbard, Philip Stott and the Clerk. The 
Clerk will ask Angie Brimacombe from the Playing Fields committee if she is willing to 
attend. 

 
6. Correspondence:  

Land at No.8 Greenaway: The Clerk read a letter from Steve Densham of Mid-Devon 
DC stating that the resident at No. 8 wishes to purchase the land between their garden 
and the pavement for enclosure into their property. – This was discussed and in 
principle the Council have no objections. The Clerk to reply to Mid-Devon stating that 
we have no objections in principle but if any funds were to come from the sale than we 
would like it to be used to enhance Greenaway.  
Mid-Devon Mobility – request for financial support:  A letter has been received from 
Mid-Devon Mobility formerly known as Tiverton, Crediton & District Community 
Transport Assoc. asking the Council for financial support. It was agreed to give the 
same donation as we had given previously which was £75. The Clerk to arrange this.   
CPRE: Magazine and Application for Membership received from the Council for the 
Protection of Rural England. – No action 
Communities Together Funding: formerly known as TAP (Town and Parish) Fund. – 
Deadline for applications to be received approaching (21st February 2019). All local 
groups including religious bodies are eligible to apply – Keith Davies to put this into the 
Morchard Messenger. 
Next round of Local Plan Meetings: 14th – 20th February 2019 at Phoenix House, 
Tiverton  
Prospective Councillor events: There will be the opportunity for elections in May to both 
Parish and District Councils. – Keith Davies to look at to consider whether to include 
in Morchard Messenger. Any prospective applicants for election to the Parish Council 
to contact the Parish Clerk for further information. If there was demand, we could have 
a specific event or open meeting. 
Nomination for Royal Garden Party 2019: Keith Davies was nominated to attend in 
recognition of his past service as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 

8. Safety of Parish Council’s Trees. A report was read from Rodger Hodge relating to the 
Spruce and the Cherry Tree on the Green near the Bus Shelter. The report states that 
the Spruce should be removed - bearing in mind that the trees are in a conservation 
area, the Clerk was asked to contact DALC for their advice. A discussion ensued as to 
what land the council owns and consequently which trees are in our care. The Clerk 
had not been able to find a list in the previous clerk’s files. The Clerk was asked whilst 
speaking to DALC to ask them how we find out for certain what land we own. We 
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already mange the land around the Green near the Bus Shelter, the car park and the 
land opposite Polson Hill Garage. Roger Hodge is to be asked to quote to provide a 
survey of the trees once we know which we are responsible for. Phil Stott also provided 
a very useful report identifying the trees that we probably were responsible for and 
those that we may be responsible for. 
The Clerk is to write to the conservation officer asking for permission to take down the 
Spruce Tree on the green – Proposed: Roger Field, Seconded Sarah Gillbard – carried 
unanimously. 

 
9. Planning. 

 
Margaret Squires has called the Wisteria House replacement windows to the Planning 
Committee on a point of general importance. The meeting set for 9th January 2019 is going to 
be postponed. David Grant will attend once a new date is known. 
 
The clerk has spoken to Jackie Patten who has agreed that we can buy Bob’s projector from 
her. A price is being considered. The projector proved most useful. 
 
Six planning applications were considered: 
 
  

18-0910-LBC 
18-01909-HOUSE 

Listed Building consent and full planning permission sought for 
Conversion of outbuilding to provide ancillary living 
accommodation, creation of new window and replacement 
stairs. 

Stone Ash Farm. 

 
Supported: Proposed: C Squire, seconded: Frank Yendell. – Unanimous 
 
(Charlotte Squire left the meeting at this point) 
 

18-01913-FULL Erection of dwelling and detached garage following demolition 
of existing agricultural building (Revised Scheme) 

Land adjacent to West Aish 

 
Declaration of Interest: L. Partridge – remained in room but did not speak during the debate. 
Discussion took place about this application which was made following a Q permission 
application. 
 
Not Supported: Proposed: L Denno, seconded: P. Stott. – Vote 5 to 1 to oppose application. 
The Council observed: We oppose this application noting the creep and over-development of 
land changing the character of the area.  
Councillor Judi Binks asked whether she should call this matter to committee - the Council did 
not request this. 
 

18-02037-LBC 
18-02036-HOUSE 

Listed Building consent and full planning permission sought for 
alterations and refurbishment of existing conservatory 

Whites Farm House 

 
Supported: Proposed: Phil Stott, seconded: Roger Field. – Unanimous 
A great improvement to the existing conservatory. 
 

18-00222-LBC Listed Building consent for the installation of 8 replacement 
windows, 2 doors and garage door 

Oldborough Cottage 

 
Supported: Proposed: Frank Yendell, seconded: Dawn Parkhouse – Unanimous 
A sensible and more attractive replacement to the windows presently installed. 
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Withdrawals 

18-01243-LBC LBC for replacement windows Middle Weeke Farm 

 
has been withdrawn 
 
Planning Decisions – Approved 
 

18-01483-HOUSE Erection of garage, carport and gym following demolition of 
existing stable block, erection of garden room extension 

Northleigh Manor, Morchard 
Bishop 

 
 

18-01627/FULL Change of use of land to garden to include menage, pond and 
tennis court with fencing 

Northleigh Manor, Morchard 
Bishop 

 
 

18-01744/LBC LBC for internal works and creation of 3 new windows Ridge Cottage, Church Street, 
Morchard Bishop 

 
 

10.  Finance.  
Cashflow table for December was circulated. Expenditure this month is £768.00. 
Funds at the 7th January 2019 stood at: Reserve Account £9,866.86; Current Account 
£8,549.87; P3 Account £2,365.09.  

 
Invoices to be paid: 
EDF Monthly Direct Debit £15.00 
M Baker Bus shelter cleaning December £20.00 
Function 28 1 month web hosting and 1 month 

Email management 
£24.00 inc VAT 
Paid by Standing Order 

MB Messenger 
MB Memorial Hall 
R Patten 
HMRC 
Mid Devon Mobility 

Sponsorship 
4 meetings 
Clerks Fees 
PAYE 
Donation 

£40.00 
£84.00 
£480.00 
£105.00 
£75.00 

 
Payments Approved. Proposed L Partridge, seconded L. Denno, unanimous 
 
 

11. Draft Budget and Precept for 2019 – 2020  
The Council looked at the documents that the clerk had circulated at the December 
meeting. With regard to the reduction in Band D properties, the Clerk had spoken to 
MDDC and the reason for this was the increase in the number of households on 
income support and therefore not paying council tax. P. Stott circulated his proposal 
for the budget this year which cut back some of the expense that had been proposed 
last month in order to limit the increase in the precept. We noted that with the lack of 
council subsidy and with the reduction in Band D properties, even leaving the precept 
the same as last year would result in a 5% increase. Some increase in expense is 
unavoidable and so the Budget and Precept was set at £7,524 as per P Stott’s proposal  
was passed resulting in a 9% increase in Precept using the Mid-Devon calculator which 
we did not understand. 
Proposed: P. Stott, Seconded: L. Denno – carried Unanimously 
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12. General.  
A discussion took place regarding vandalism and anti-social behaviour taking place in 
Bishops Meadow and Greenaway. The council are concerned about this and would 
contact our local Police Liaison Officer. They also agreed to meet on site on Thursday 
10th January to see if there was anything they could do.  
R Field enquired about what cover the Snow Wardens have under the Parish Council 
Insurance. The Clerk will check the policy and if necessary contact Zurich Insurance 
and report back. 
Dates of Future meetings – The Clerk mentioned that he had looked at when he would 
be taking holidays and working on a Christian camp this year and asked to move some 
of the meetings. The Parish Council approved the changes which are as follows: 
Monday 4th February – the meeting will take place on Monday 28th January 
Monday 1st July – the meeting will take place on Monday 24th June 
Monday 5th August – the meeting will take place on Monday 12th August 
 

 
 

 
The next meeting of Morchard Bishop Parish Council will be at  
7.30 pm on Monday 28th January 2019 in the Memorial Hall. 

 
 
Meeting of the Parish Council on Site at the Boundary of Bishops Meadow and 
Greenaways – Thursday 10th January 2019. 
 
Present: David Grant (Chairman), Keith Davies, Dawn Parkhouse, Phil Stott, Les 
Partridge, Sarah Gilbard, Luke Denno, Frank Yendell, David Parker (Clerk). 
 
The Councillors met with concerned neighbours in Bishops Meadow, concerning the 
anti-social behaviour of a few children who have been climbing the bank and trees 
between Greenaway and Bishops Meadow and throwing stones, planks and pipes into 
neighbour’s gardens and shouting abusive language at them. They have also been 
lighting fires in the area close to the community gas tanks.  
The Council have reported the behaviour to our community liaison police officer who 
is taking an interest. The Council also discussed what could be done to discourage the 
children from climbing the bank and the trees. – It was decided to ask the P3 committee 
to include the footpath that runs alongside this bank in their schedule of work. The 
Clerk to contact Sonja Andrews about this. The path needs digging out and banking 
up properly – where the bank has been trodden down. The Council also decided that 
the trees should be limbed to a level where it would make it very difficult to climb the 
trees. 
This matter will be kept under review. 
 
 
 


