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MORCHARD BISHOP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Parish Meeting 28th January 2019 
 
Present: David Grant, (Chairman), Keith Davies, Dawn Parkhouse, Luke Denno, Roger Field, 
Sarah Gillbard, Phil Stott, Frank Yendell, Nick Heath & David Parker (Parish Clerk) 
 
Judi Binks – District Councillor 
 
No members of the public attended. 
 
Opening Prayers were led by David Parker. 
 

1. Apologies: Les Partridge and Margaret Squires. 
 

2. The minutes of the meeting of 7th January 2019 were approved and signed, proposed 
R Field, seconded L. Denno, unanimous. 

 
3. Members of the Public: - None attended 

 
4. Matters Arising: 

a) Roads, Signage, Hedges, Potholes, Footpaths:  
No response from Steve Tucker (DCC Highways Officer) to K Davies email or 
D Parker’s chasing e-mails chasing about the state of Oldborough Lane and 
the fact that when the last road resurfacing was carried out the wrong road was 
surfaced. The Clerk is now to escalate this to a formal complaint about the state 
of Oldborough Lane. 
The Clerk also to report two potholes between Brownstone and Orchard End 
Kennels, another between Beech Hill cross and Morchard Wood and another 
on the road to New Buildings between Venn Farm and Spirelake Hill. 
The Hedge at Morchard Wood needs a trim, D. Grant will speak with the 
owners. 
With regard to the mud on the road between Morchard Road and Morchard 
Bishop, L Partridge had spoken to the other farmer whose land adjoins this 
road who had admitted that the mud was caused by the work his workers had 
been doing and that he would instruct them in the future to make sure that they 
clean the road if they had again left a lot of mud on the road.  

b) Accidents and Incidents: None 
c) Public Seats: S Gilbard now has a list of all the benches that we believe the 

council own and will inspect them all and then ask Greg Anson to quote for 
painting all the Council’s benches. 

d) St. Gatien’s Garden Wall: N Heath has spoken to Patrick Rice who confirms 
that he is still going to repair the wall and will do it in the Spring. 

e) Defibrillators: R Field reported that the pads in both defibrillators have now been 
replaced and that they are good until November 2021. 

f) Boundary between Bishops Meadow and Greenaway: The P3 committee had 
said that since the footpath was clear and un obstructed that tidying the bank 
and limbing the trees was not something that they would get involved in. 
Discussion ensued as to who owned the land. The Clerk to send Judi Binks a 
map of the area for her to make enquiries of Mid Devon to see if they can 
identify an owner. The Clerk to ask John Rook to quote for limbing the trees up 
to eight feet from the ground. 
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5. Village project: Play area. – See 106 discussion below.  
 
6. Section 106 Funding: David Grant, Sarah Gillbard, Philip Stott, Angie Brimacombe 

from the Playing Fields committee and the Clerk had attended a constructive meeting 
with Jo Williams, the MDDC Planning Obligations Monitoring Officer that afternoon. Jo 
had explained a historic difficulty with proper records not being kept of what funds had 
been collected from each planning application and that it had all been put in a non-
specific pot for each area. Under the old scheme there was £5,900 in the pot which 
Puddington PC had requested in order to buy new Play equipment for their play area, 
the old equipment has been condemned and they are taking over the running of the 
area from Mid Devon. Under the new scheme there is a pot of money reserved for 
Morchard Bishop Play area with £2066 reserved for new junior equipment and £1442 
reserved for teen facilities. It was better that Morchard Bishop Parish Council made 
any application for these funds as the funds could be placed with us before the money 
was spent and the Council would be able to reclaim any VAT. We were advised to 
make multiple applications for smaller projects in order that they can release the funds 
sooner as funds become available. These two pots of money should be applied for as 
soon as possible lest they disappear. So far as future 106 bids are concerned, there 
are no time limits by when this money needs to be applied for. Jo Williams will send 
the clerk some Guidance as to what projects 106 monies will support. – It is likely to 
include: sports equipment, play equipment, fencing and play surfaces. It will not 
support footpath surfacing. 
 

7. Correspondence:  
Mid-Devon Mobility – request for financial support: Following our donation with a note 
that the charity ought to offer their services to young people – a reply had been 
received saying that they do offer this service – a copy of the letter to be sent to the 
messenger for editing and publication. The clerk to send this to K. Davies.  
EDF Renewal: Notice has been received of an increase in our charges for next year. 
K. Davies volunteered to look at alternative providers, the clerk will send him details of 
our electricity usage for the past year.   
 

8. Safety of Parish Council’s Trees. The clerk has applied for planning permission to fell 
the Spruce Tree next to the bus shelter.  Whilst we are having difficulty discovering 
which of trees were our responsibility to manage, the clerk suggested that it might be 
worth asking Roger Hodge (Arborist) to have a look at all the trees mentioned in P. 
Stott’s note on this matter. – That way we could concentrate on any trees that were 
judged to be at risk of harming a member of the public. This idea was supported, and 
so K. Davies is to introduce P. Stott to Roger Hodge in order that Roger can be 
instructed to provide a report about those trees mentioned in P. Stott’s note. 

 
9. Planning. 

 
One planning application was considered: 
 
  

19/00067/FULL Creation of Tennis Court with subterranean garage Hollystone, Lapford, Crediton. 

 
Supported: Proposed: P. Stott, seconded: D. Parkhouse. – Unanimous 
The tennis court is screened from the road by hedging and makes no impact on the visual 
display. 
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Planning Decisions – Approved 
 

18-01801-HOUSE 
18-01802-LBC 

Erection of porch and pitched roof on part of north west 
elevation and garage/store following demolition of existing 
stable block 

Weeke Barton, Morchard 
Bishop, Crediton 

 
 

18-01913-FULL Erection of dwelling, detached garage and greenhouse and 
formation of access track following demolition of existing 
agricultural building 

Land Adjacent West Aish, 
Morchard Bishop 

 
Planning Decisions – Appeal 
 

18-01083-/OUT Outline for the erection of 2 dwellings Land at NGR 277002 107452 
(London Inn), Morchard Bishp 

 
Declaration of Interest: S. Gillbard – remained in room during the debate and did not vote. 
Discussion took place about this appeal, P. Stott read the representations that he would add 
to Bob’s original bullet points. – Agreed that they should be added to Bob’s original points and 
submitted by the Clerk to the Planning Inspectorate. 
Proposed: L. Denno, Seconded: R. Field. 
 
Planning Committee 
 
Margaret Squires has called the Wisteria House replacement windows to the Planning 
Committee on a point of general importance. The meeting is now set for 6th February and 
David Grant will attend. 
 
Meeting with Alex Marsh – Conservation Officer 
Following an intervention from Judi Binks and in order to further a mutual understanding of the 
role of conservation in this parish, it was agreed to invite Alex Marsh to meet with councillors 
to walk around the village to examine buildings of interest to the conservation officer and 
discuss the different points of view. The date agreed is Thursday 21st February at 2.00pm 
commencing at the London Inn. The Clerk will send the invite, L. Denno will organise a route. 
 

10.  Finance.  
Cashflow table for January was circulated. Expenditure this month is £1164.00. 
Funds at the 28th January 2019 stood at: Reserve Account £9,866.86; Current Account 
£6222.47; P3 Account £2,330.09.  
 

The clerk has spoken to Jackie Patten who has agreed that we can buy Bob’s projector from 
her. Jackie has suggested a price of £200 which the council thought was fair. Proposed to 
accept this offer: S. Gillbard, Seconded: K. Davies. 

 
Invoices to be paid: 
EDF Electricity £15.00 Direct Debit 
M Baker Bus shelter cleaning January £20.00 Standing order 
Function 28 web hosting and Email management £24.00 Standing Order 
R. Field 
J. Patten 
D. Cann 

Defibrillator Pads 
Projector & Pilot’s case 
Winding Clock 
 

£104.40 
£200.00 
£52.00 
 

 
Payments Approved. Proposed D. Parkhouse, seconded S. Gillbard, unanimous 
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It was proposed that the clerk move the ring-fenced funds for DAAT and St. Gatiens from the 
P3 account to the Reserve a/c. – Proposed: R. Field, seconded: P. Stott. 
 
 

11. General.  
Grass Cutting - The Clerk has met with Mid Devon contractors regarding the grass 
cutting, in fact they only cut the triangle at Frost, they cut this ten times a year. It was 
decided to leave this work with them to keep the contact. 
 
Two Moors Way Notice Board – The P3 committee would like this replaced – to be put 
on agenda for the March meeting. 

 
 
The next meeting of Morchard Bishop Parish Council will be at  

7.30 pm on Monday 4th March 2019 in the Memorial Hall. 
 
 


